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Xtra was a Canadian free-to-air specialty channel
owned by Corus Entertainment. It primarily focused
on Asian programming, including Chinese, Japanese,
Korean and Indian programming, and dedicated a
significant amount of its programming to Canada's
Chinese community. Xtra also broadcast various
forms of sports programming, mainly hockey games.
In 2015, the channel rebranded as an Asian
specialty channel, replacing the previous focus on
Canadian content with a focus on international
programming. Corus also operated various ethnic
specialty channels in Canada, including the SRC,
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Rotima, History (2001-2003), and Ethnic Channels
Group (2009-2016). History Xtra was founded by a
group of Chinese-Canadian businessmen in January
1996, with the stated purpose of providing more
Canadian content for the Chinese community, as it
was the dominant minority group in Canada. Xtra's
head office was initially located in Calgary, Alberta.
Xtra was announced in September 1993, when Jim
Ho posted a press release that was sent to a list of
200 media outlets and potential investors. The
channel launched on March 1, 1996, broadcasting
from Vancouver, British Columbia. The channel
became a profit-making venture in January 1997,
with the sale of advertising time to those in the
Chinese community, a growth opportunity that was
valued at $2.5 million annually. The channel was
launched with a lineup of 20 hours of programming.
Since then, the channel's programming has
expanded from 20 hours to 70 hours a week, with
the addition of new series, the March 2000 launch of
the spin-off channel Xtra Kids, and the December
2006 launch of Xtra Max, an additional high
definition feed and a product of the partnership
between Xtra and Shaw Media's Sprott Sports.
During its early years, Xtra was sold as a joint
venture with Peter Hong and Jee Chen, both from



successful Chinese Canadian publishing companies.
While Xtra originally owned 100% of the channel, it
sold 45% of Xtra to Peter Hong and Jee Chen in
1998. In January 2004, Xtra reacquired the 100%
ownership, and moved its offices from Vancouver to
Toronto. Xtra began an expansion
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