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these first tracks, dating back as far as 2006, are where the album begins, and
where it ends. and then it drags itself slowly into the middle, to get you to the
inevitable payoff. the following tracks will tell you everything you need to know
about where the album is going, and how it's going to get there. and the last
two tracks are where it all crashes down. dummy is a long album, one that
you'll want to kick back and listen to in one sitting, and be careful not to fall
asleep and miss out on any of the momentous moments that are to come.
dummy is an album about being young, but it's also about getting old, and
that's also something that it shares with its star singer, beth gibbons, who is, in
her own way, as old as she is young. i'm only so far into the album, and i have
a feeling i will be listening to this one for the rest of my life. the album is
produced by geoff barrow and is the first album to feature beth gibbons on the
project. its structure is a collage of music and gibbons' voice, often chiming
with jazz and soul, but it is also the sound of a young woman in pain. in the
beginning, she complains about a messy breakup, and that no one really cares
about her, but she finds some comfort in music. the second song, 'roads’, is a
little more hopeful. she says that she is looking for something she can't have, a
home that she will never have. 'shadowman’, however, is the first moment
where the album really starts to reveal itself, as gibbons sings about the
shadow of someone else. the song sounds like a character, or a character's
voice, speaking to you, trying to tell you something. gibbons could be a woman
speaking to you through a character. she could be saying, "you can listen to
the roads, you can listen to the voices in your head, but you can't change the
shadow man. he's got you where he wants you. i'll try to be a road to you, but
you can only listen to the roads, you can only listen to your head, and you can't
change the shadow man."
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the event is a collaboration between the international black film festival (ibff)
and unesco city of literature to present an event centered on the legacy and
impact of black cinema as a way to honor the history of black cinema and to
celebrate its continued impact on the world today. the festival will feature
cinematic events, artist and scholar panels and exhibitions. frequency of
perception is the perfect album to introduce you to portishead and for those
who are fans of hip hop. because it s not available for download anywhere,
dummy is a one-of-a-kind experience. youll be hard pressed to find a copy, and
if you do find one, it wont be cheap. but if you want to feel like you really own a
piece of britain, you need to own dummy. i love the album. but i love it for
different reasons than most people i know, especially the ones who have been
to portishead gigs or who regularly study the music. they love it for its music,
and the place it takes us, its story, its statements. to them, dummy is a dark
map, and it shows us that map in detail. its a dense, rich, complicated album,
and it is one thing to throw a single song at people and hope they get it, but its
another to offer them a whole album, a whole story, and to hope they get that
as well. dummy is a hard album to love, and even harder to love for the right
reasons, and i doubt if even the most fervent portishead devotees will ever fully
understand what they felt when they first heard it. but i do, and i will, and i love
it. like its predecessor, dummy is a large, dark, fucked-up album about the
bleakness of life and love, the futility of desire, and the constant search for
something to keep us from slipping into the abyss. this time around, however,
portishead push the envelope by adding a few doses of big-budget cinematic
production values. the whole thing sounds a little like christopher nolan s
memento, only without the mind-bending brilliance. and if that sounds like a
damning critique, it isnt. dummy is actually a masterpiece, and i dont think it
gets enough love for the fact that it is a brilliant aloum. 5ec8ef588b
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