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Silva and Alberto Pérez Alonso, photographed in Havana, were among the first to see the posters they designed as part
of a larger project. Pérez Alonso speaks with New Times via phone, a day after returning from New York City. "It was a

mural that we did for the exhibit 'La Rebelión' [Rebelion]," he said. Cubans have struggled to maintain a balance
between imported goods that are desperately needed, and the nearly complete absence of foreign goods, like clothes,

gadgets and food. With virtually nothing available, Cubans have turned to the black market, where a Cuban called Mo, or
the 'Mo' of the black market, has become ubiquitous. Rubén Martínez was a cultural employee who refused to join the

Mo's band of thieves. "I realized that Mo is the enemy of Cuba," Martínez said. "I didn't support it, because I'm a
communist. But I couldn't go against it." The Mo has a reputation for taking over anything he wants and declaring it his
own property. "He was like that," Martínez said. "He was able to steal things from cars, rooms and things like that." His
relatives also live under the Mo's rule, known to his victims as "la mordida," or the bite. "When we heard about the Mo's
house, we were scared," Martínez said. "We didn't know if he was hungry, or if he was living alone. We were really afraid
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