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Press » Schools offered the gift of a new planetarium facility Schools offered the gift of
a new planetarium facility October 12, 2017 The university held a groundbreaking
ceremony for its new planetarium facility located in the Woodward Science Center at
the University of Oklahoma (OU) in Norman, Oklahoma. The $14.6 million planetarium
is funded by a gift from the Norman B. Pierce Foundation, the OU Science Center
Endowment and investment income. The planetarium will provide students, faculty and
the OU community with a unique experience that allows them to explore the universe
and space. Within the planetarium, there will be eight large-screen, surround-sound
displays that feature animated images, animations, and video. The planetarium will
provide students, faculty and the OU community with a unique experience that allows
them to explore the universe and space. The planetarium construction was completed
this year, and public use started in May of 2017. David Johnston, OU Science Center’s
director of the OU-Libraries, oversees the daily operation of the planetarium. The
planetarium is currently open to the public and volunteers are needed to staff the
exhibit daily. The museum’s planetarium component is administered by the Oklahoma
Museum of Science and Exploration (OMSE). OMSE manages the planetarium
department and operates the planetarium nightly and during special events. Also on
the docket for this year’'s OU Science Center include the construction of a new
riverfront park next to the Campus Greenway, which will offer students and visitors a
beautiful green space to stroll, bike, run, and enjoy the outdoors. Construction began
last fall. The Science Center continued its commitment
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