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difference between a LEFT OUTER JOIN and a LEFT
JOIN with no predicate? I'm trying to write a stored

procedure that returns data for a given contact,
with the data for a given contact's direct reports,
and for a given contact's children. I've written my

query in many different ways, but I think I've
found a more efficient way that I'd like to share

with you. The query runs much faster when I
include the LEFT JOIN that finds all the direct

reports. When I remove the WHERE clause, the
query runs faster. This is the query that I think is

working best: SELECT DISTINCT
cp.ContactPersonId FROM ContactPerson cp LEFT

JOIN Contacts child ON child.parentContact =
cp.ContactPersonId WHERE cp.ContactPersonId =
10 UNION SELECT DISTINCT cp.ContactPersonId

FROM ContactPerson cp LEFT JOIN Contacts dp ON
dp.parentContact = cp.ContactPersonId WHERE
cp.ContactPersonId = 10 From the research I've

done so far, I think the issue is that I should have
the WHERE clause on the LEFT JOIN, but I'm not
sure I understand why that will make the query

run any faster. EDIT I think I'm understanding the
difference between left join and outer join. LEFT
JOIN means that it will display all the rows from

the left table, even when there is no
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