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Depth California: The New GOP Superstar Once the state's last big Republican
stronghold, California has become the GOP's new California, run by a conservative
Republican governor, a conservative Senator, a conservative Republican House majority,
and a conservative Republican Senate majority. In 2012, a conservative Republican,
Gov. Jerry Brown, defeated former Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, a moderate Republican
whose tax hikes at the end of his term made him toxic to the electorate. Brown, a
Democrat, could win re-election in 2014, but speculation is that he will face a challenge
from the right. With the new GOP majorities in the Senate and House, there's little doubt
that California will keep its status as a national leader in conservative policymaking. For
many of the state's conservatives, it's hard to imagine the state with a liberal governor,
and even many liberals look with envy at the state's conservative politicians. For
conservatives, the question is whether they should support Gov. Brown in the
presidential primary in 2016. If California were a liberal state, the attitude toward the
incumbent governor would be quite different. Gov. Brown has a long record of
progressive policy making—he's the highest ranking elected official in the nation to call
for cuts in Social Security and Medicare—and he would likely be seen as a progressive.
But California is not a liberal state; it is, as Charles Schumer, D-N.Y., likes to say, "the
sleeping giant," and its electorate has not had a popular progressive in decades. Gov.
Brown's support among Democrats in the 2008 election was high, but his support among
independents and Republicans was much higher, and he won the election. No Democrat
has won California since the Watergate Era. Gov. Brown is a moderate, not a
progressive, and many conservatives are not happy about that. Some will vote for him in
2016, but many will not. Republican Attorney General Kamala Harris is a Democrat. This
could keep the governor from e79caf774b
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