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&nbsp&nbsp&nbspThe influence of anaesthesia and disease on pituitary-gonadal function. The influence of anaesthesia and disease on pituitary-gonadal function is reviewed, with special attention to the two general patterns of disturbance: gonadal suppression and stimulation. In animals, suppression is most commonly manifested by an inhibition of

gonadal function in the adult and development of reproductive failure in the fetus and infant. The most common cause of neonatal suppression is iatrogenic or intrauterine exposure to any substance (including stress, drugs and chemicals) that affects gonadal function in the mother. In animals, fetal exposure to maternal adrenal hormones, especially

glucocorticoids, may predispose the offspring to be more sexually mature. In humans, menstrual dysfunction and infertility are most often due to the direct effect of disease on the hypothalamic-pituitary-gonadal axis. An effect of intrauterine exposure to glucocorticoids on the offspring has been reported; while other studies have failed to demonstrate a

role for exposure to maternal adrenal hormones. The effect of anaesthesia on pituitary-gonadal function is limited to the short term. There is no evidence of permanent damage to the hypothalamus-pituitary-gonadal axis following exposure to anaesthetic agents.// Copyright 2014 The Go Authors. All rights reserved. // Use of this source code is governed
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