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DÃ�Ã�Ã�Ã�Ã�Ã�Ã�Ã�Ã�Ã�Ã�Ã�Ã�Ã�Ã�Ã�Ã�Ã�Ã�Ã�Â .After yet another dismal

week of box-office results, Friday, July 14, is perhaps the last chance for movies like “The
Gambler,” “Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch” and “Mockingjay – Part 1” to make a splash, and for some

success in the multiplex that could propel a filmmaker’s career. The most interesting entry in that
part of the lineup is “Mockingjay – Part 1,” a sequel to the wildly successful “The Hunger Games”
franchise, a $1.7 billion film still the second-highest-grossing movie of all time. “I think that film
took a family into the multiplex,” said Stephen J. and Sandra Bergman, who are vying for the $2

million first-place prize. “It’s a film that everybody can afford, everybody wants to see. The movies
have to be something that the average family can go and have a great time.” The duo’s decision to
wait until this week’s schedule to screen “The Gambler” (a first-time directorial effort from Gary
Ross, the Academy Award-winning screenwriter of “Pleasantville” and “Flubber”) is a carefully

calculated move: It’s an off-center comedy about an East Coast aristocrat who decides to play a game
of extreme poverty with his family’s entire lifestyle. “The Gambler” is an ambitious but risky film, in
which “an entire movie is based on an inside joke for the cast and a one-line joke for the audience,”
said producer Joe Roth, who had a successful run as a studio chief during the 1990s with such films

as “Four Weddings and a Funeral” and “Gladiator.” “It’s a very ambitious movie that will have lots of
jokes you haven’ edd6d56e20
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